Brain death--a review of the concept.
The early origins of the concept of brain death have been retraced. Using practical examples from clinical experience it has been demonstrated that conventionally, cardiac death is always accompanied by brain death. Cardiac death implies brain death. The two are inseparably linked or coupled. Death on a ventilator uncouples the two, revealing death of the brain as the true determinant of the cessation of a person's life and the heartbeat as a false measure.